
 

 
          A COMPLIMENTARY NEWSLETTER ON TRADE ISSUES IN ASIA PACIFIC 

No.122                                                                                                                              22 November, 2019 

 
AUSTRALIA & MALAYSIA BOOST EDUCATION LINKS: Trade Minister Birmingham believes Malaysia 
represents a huge growth opportunity for Australian education. A new partnership between the University 
of Wollongong and KDU University College will boost Australia’s $35b international education sector.  
 
INDIA CHALLENGES WTO SUBSIDY RULING: India is appealing a recent ruling by a WTO Dispute Panel that 
a number of its export subsidy and promotion programs breached global trade rules. The ruling involved 
subsidies worth $7 billion and followed a complaint by the US. Appeals can only consider legal issues. 
 
AUSTRALIA CALLS FOR BETTER EU ACCESS: Trade Minister Birmingham, speaking in a radio interview this 
week, said the European Union will need to offer very good market access improvements for Australian 
farmers and industry if Australia was to entertain some of the EU’s demands at part of FTA negotiations. 
 
CHIPS LAND ON WTO PLATE: The European Union has launched dispute action at the WTO over anti-
dumping duties imposed by Colombia on frozen potato fries imported from Belgium, Germany and the 
Netherlands. The EU claim Colombia failed to correctly follow global trade rules in imposing the duties. 
 
CHINA LIFTS US CHICKEN BAN: China has lifted a ban on US poultry imports. The ban was implemented in 
2015 following an avian influenza outbreak. The US has been free of the disease since August 2017. The 
US is the world’s second biggest poultry exporter with global exports of $4.3 billion last year. 
 
AUSTRALIA GETS KOREAN RICE QUOTA: South Korea has concluded a plurilateral rice import agreement 
with Australia, China, Thailand, United States and Vietnam. The agreement, to begin in January 2020, 
involves 388,700 tonnes of annual country-specific quotas with Australia allocated 15,595 tonnes. 
 
NZ PREPARES APEC SECURITY: Legislation was this week introduced to the New Zealand Parliament to 
support security preparations for the APEC Summit in 2021. It is expected up to 20,000 visitors will visit 
New Zealand during the year in what will be the largest international event hosted by the Government. 
 
ASEAN FOCUS HEADS TO KOREA: Trade will be a focus of the ASEAN-Korea Commemorative Summit in 
Busan on November 25 and 26. It marks 30 years of the ASEAN-Korea Dialogue Partnership. Korea had 
earlier this year been working to announce new FTAs with Indonesia and the Philippines at the summit. 
 
INDONESIA & INDIA LAUNCH INQUIRIES: Indonesia and India have both launched safeguard inquiries. 
Indonesia is investigating imports of isopropyl alcohol, used in household chemicals, and India imports of 
fructose syrup, used in drinks as a non-sugar sweetener. Safeguard inquiries can lead to temporary tariffs. 
 
TRUMP THREATENS CHINA WITH TARIFF HIKE: President Trump this week threatened again to further 
raise tariffs on goods imported from China. Speaking amid reports the two economies were struggling to 
conclude a trade deal., he said: “If we don’t make a deal with China, I’ll just raise the tariffs even higher.” 
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